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We Improve Lives.
We are a university with preeminence in transdisciplinary, experiential professional education, 
research and discovery, delivering exceptional value for 21st century students with excellence 
in architecture, business, design, engineering, fashion & textiles, health, science and social 
science – infused with liberal arts.



Congratulations! This is your moment to celebrate and to enjoy this achievement with the 
family and friends who have been with you on your journey. Today, we can all say, you did it!

Commencements are also a moment to reflect. You have experienced a time of profound change 
and you will enter careers that need your leadership. We are proud of what you’ve done in 
concert with your faculty and staff here at Thomas Jefferson University.

Together, we have achieved our vision to be a model for professions-based education. Together, 
we responded with resilience and determination to a pandemic and the call to address issues 
of social justice in our society. Together, we have worked to improve lives and now you are 
prepared to continue on your path to do the same.

As we approach the fifth anniversary of the merger of Thomas Jefferson University and 
Philadelphia University, you are now graduating from a national research doctoral university 
with an important and strategic global footprint and a growing reputation for innovation 
and creativity. You have benefitted from this union. As you now go forward, we know with 
certainty that you will have a meaningful impact for the good as this 21st century unfolds.

Which leads to our invitation to you: Stay engaged with your distinctive and unique university 
– your alma mater. We want you to view us as your partners in learning for life.

You are and always will be a member of the Jefferson family. Congratulations, be well and 
please stay in touch!

H. Richard Haverstick, Jr. 
Interim President, Thomas Jefferson University 
Interim CEO, Jefferson Health

Mark L. Tykocinski, MD 
Provost and Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Thomas Jefferson University 
The Anthony F. and Gertrude M. DePalma Dean, 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College
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Graduate Ceremony Program
May 25, 2:30 p.m.

Processional  

 Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley 

 The Jefferson Processional The Reverend R. Bruce Todd, Organist

Opening Proclamation  Patricia D. Wellenbach 
Chair, Thomas Jefferson University and 
Jefferson Health Board of Trustees

The National Anthem   Margaret Lafferty, MD 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College 2012

Convocation and Remarks   H. Richard Haverstick, Jr. 
Interim President, Thomas Jefferson 
University 
Interim CEO, Jefferson Health

   Mark L. Tykocinski, MD 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Thomas Jefferson 
University 
The Anthony F. and Gertrude M. DePalma 
Dean, Sidney Kimmel Medical College

Conferring of Honorary Degree Mark L. Tykocinski, MD

 Honorary Degree Recipient Judge Renée Cardwell Hughes (Ret.)

Conferring of Degrees in Course Mark L. Tykocinski, MD

 Jefferson College of Architecture  Barbara Klinkhammer, RA (DEU), 
  and the Built Environment      Dipl.-Ing., Dean

 Jefferson College of Pharmacy  Rebecca S. Finley, PharmD, MS, Dean 

 Jefferson College of Rehabilitation Sciences Steve R. Williams, MD, Dean

 Kanbar College of Design, Engineering and Commerce Ronald G. Kander, PhD, Dean

 

Recessional    Pomp and Circumstance, Elgar 

The Reverend R. Bruce Todd
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Renée Cardwell Hughes

Renée Cardwell Hughes is a highly experienced executive. She focuses 
on strategy, leadership development and change management. Renée is 
a qualified financial expert. She serves on the board of The Haverford 
Trust Company, a $12 billion wealth management company and private 
bank. She is a member of the audit committee and board liaison to the 
DE&I committee. Renée also serves on The Independence Health Group 
Regional Advisory Board, a $21.8 billion health insurer and is a member 
of the public policy committee. Prior to serving on the regional advisory 
board, Renée served on the parent company board where she was a 
member of the executive and audit committees for six (6) years.

She recently completed an engagement as the president & CEO of 
Opportunities Industrialization Center, Inc. d/b/a Philadelphia OIC, a 

workforce development nonprofit corporation that impacts more than 1,500 individuals annually. She 
managed a staff of 41 and was responsible for operations, financial planning and management, strategy 
and business development for adult basic education and job training programs.

Prior to this position, she was the CEO of The Hughes Group, where she led a team of business advisors 
who helped employees, management and boards internalize, own, and execute the corporate mission and 
values by revitalizing corporate culture. Her clients included, among others, Independence Blue Cross and 
Aqua Pennsylvania.

Before founding the Hughes Group, she was the CEO of the fourth largest market in the American Red 
Cross (ARC), a $3 billion global not-for-profit humanitarian and disaster relief agency, for more than six 
years. As CEO of The ARC of Eastern Pennsylvania, she led a team of 85 full-time and 45 part-time staff 
along with more than 4,000 volunteers, responsible for a region that serviced 6.2 million Pennsylvanians. 
Renée was responsible for the region’s strategic vision, annual operating plan and budget, donor funding 
program, team leadership, governance and partnerships with local, state and federal government and 
business alliances.

Renée was a trial judge for more than 15 years before joining the American Red Cross, where she handled 
both complex civil and criminal cases. She specialized in homicides; handling some of Philadelphia’s 
most notorious cases. She founded the City’s mental health court and co-authored a book on witness 
intimidation. Renee began her career as a successful corporate attorney.

Renée received her legal degree from Georgetown University Law Center and her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Virginia.

Honorary Degree Recipient
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Jefferson College of Architecture and 
the Built Environment

Master of Architecture
Abhijeet Rajshekhar Bhogade . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Min K. Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Quanniesha N. Pierre-Louis  . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Allie René Prescott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elkins Park, PA

Master of Science in Construction Management
Abira Banerjee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nagpur, India

Bhavik Kalpesh Brahmbhatt  . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Aesha Sanjaykumar Dave . . . . . . . . . . Junagadh, India

Mayurkumar Dudhat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Surat, India

Nathan Edward Goodwin . . . . . . . . . Wynnewood, PA

Samuel Hammond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Upper Darby, PA

Ryan Heston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Seda Korkmaz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ankara, Turkey

Mustafa Mohammed . . . . . . . . . . . . Hyderabad, India

Jay Dipesh Parikh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vadodara, India

Stuti Parikh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . King of Prussia, PA

Parag Khandoji Parkar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bloomfield, KY

Lukman Ahmed Qureshi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thane, PA

Umakant Venkat Reddy . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mumbai, India

Ali Salehi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tehran, Iran

Jay Kumar Sonwani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hatfield, PA

Alfonso Thomas Zamora . . . . . . . . . . . . Drexel Hill, PA

Master of Science in Geospatial Technology
Maridarlyn Gonzalez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Devin Marie Sullivan Phillips . . . . . . . . . Trucksville, PA

Roberto Torres, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Long Branch, NJ

Master of Science in Historic Preservation
Talcia Adlyn Feleshea Brown . . . . . . .Long Branch, NJ Alison Eberhardt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in Interior Architecture
Atheer Abdulrahman A Baeshen . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Alexandra Rose Hovatter . . . . . . . . . . . Ocean City, NJ

Jennie Rebecca Johnson . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Elizabeth Marie Kane . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Susan Antaki Khan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carrboro, NC

Xinchao Li  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pottstown, PA

Angela Mary Nekoranik . . . . . . . . . . . Kintnersville, PA

Master of Science in Real Estate Development
Patrick Nja . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Cody Worthington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maple Shade, NJ

Jia Yang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guangzhou, China

Master of Science in Sustainable Design
Corinne Elise Beverly . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chesterfield, VA

Noha Faisal Gad Farah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Modesto, CA

Valeria Natalie Flores . . . . . . . . . . . . . San Antonio, TX

Suvetha Gurusamy Mohanram . . . . . . .Chennai, India

Shawn Marie Hogan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Ariel Holder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .East Windsor, NJ

Lindsay Ruth Ledder . . . . . . . . . Plymouth Meeting, PA

Emily Issabelle Mancinelli  . . . . . . . . . . Ellensburg, WA

Safa Haroun Mohamed Mustafa . . . .Minneapolis, MN

Mansi J. Parekh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vadodara, India

Jui Soni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Burlington, NJ
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Jefferson College of Pharmacy

Doctor of Pharmacy
Farah Ahmed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Jillian Katherine Baltz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seaville, NJ

Rachel Allana Bartholomew . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Connor Raymond Becker . . . . . . . . Mount Laurel, NJ

Courtney Lee Bergey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harleysville, PA

Catherine Anne Bobenich . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Derrick Michael Bond. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Catasauqua, PA

Mikaela Elizabeth Buntz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moosic, PA

Stephanie Marie Cadley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Milford, CT

Guanhui Chen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Audubon, NJ

Henry Cheung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bear, DE

Jessica Jean Clancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . York, PA

Brett S. Coper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Downingtown, PA

Michael Nguyen Do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Ngan Duong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allentown, PA

Emily Laura Eaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lebanon, PA

Kevin D. Ferry, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sewell, NJ

Matthew Raymond Freidel  . . . . . . . . . . . Stratford, NJ

Tiffany Gardner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Williamsport, PA

Derin Sam George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Jennifer Lynn Gerhart  . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Adrianna Lee Goodin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Collegeville, PA

Melissa Jeanette Gregorio. . . . . . . West Deptford, NJ

Sogand Hafezi Birgani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thornhill, ON

Miranda Leigh Hetrick . . . . . . . . . . . . Doylestown, PA

Rebecca E. Holmes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baldwin, NY

Zachary Alan Kalikow . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Shawn Kendig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christiana, PA

Harry I. Kim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Marisa E. Knorr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pottsville, PA

Stephanie Nicole Kolaski . . . . . . . . . . . Clementon, NJ

Caitlin Marie Komm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Round Rock, TX

Diana Koval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Madison Rose Leap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stockton, NJ

Arden Levine-Gewirtz  . . . . . . . . . . . Mays Landing, NJ

Sonia Limaye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Farmington, CT

Elaina G. Lioudis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bethlehem, PA

Jillian Mae Lugtu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Freehold, NJ

Sandra Marie Lyle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Chester, PA

Katelyn MacDonald  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drexel Hill, PA

Jordan Tsung-Dek Mak . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Serena Paige Mang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Perkasie, PA

Francis Anthony Marino . . . . . . . . . . . Stroudsburg, PA

Karan Modi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Laurel, NJ

Ngan Vo Kim Nguyen . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Destin Marcus Nufable . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Jason Henry Oliver . . . . . . . . . . Plymouth Meeting, PA

Chan Hwui Pack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wilmington, DE

Cat-Trinh Nu Phan . . . . . . . .Monmouth Junction, NJ

Nicole Marie Pillarella . . . . . . . . . . . . .Staten Island, NY

David Bradley Scott  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Newark, DE

Christopher Michael Sheridan  . . . Downingtown, PA

Merwah K. Shinwari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claymont, DE

Meredith Nancy Stoeckl  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lancaster, PA

Nisha Bharatkumar Surti  . . . . . . . . . . . .Burlington, NJ

Daniel Jeremy Sweitzer . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Elma Telushi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Shodiyakhon Toshkhujaeva . . . . Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Matthew S. Turnipseed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arvada, CO

Ciara Elizabeth Walshe . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hellertown, PA

Alexander Joseph Wolanin . . . . Newtown Square, PA
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Jefferson College of Rehabilitation Sciences

Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
Kyndra Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louisville, KY

Jeremy Paderanga Armstrong . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Andrew Dean Berger . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Olivia Masi Biller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brooklyn, NY

Margaret Anne Booth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dumont, NJ

Rachel N. Boyer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lititz, PA

Iris Wood Burns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hueytown, AL

Kathleen Elizabeth Carr . . . . . . . . . . . . . Northfield, NJ

Martha Katherine Childress . . . . . . . . Simpsonville, SC

Natalie Coronado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edison, NJ

Sarah Elizabeth Dever  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spokane, WA

Nicole Lee Hanson Eisenhut . . . . . . . . . . . Seattle, WA

Chelsea Elizabeth Fagan . . . . . . . . . . . . Raymond, ME

Sara Kate Frye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ambler, PA

Nicole Marie Gerhardt . . . . . . . . . . . Southampton, PA

James T. Gillette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bethesda, MD

Emily Anne Goodwin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lancaster, PA

Madeline Esther Humphries . . . . . . . . . Lexington, KY

Bethany Joy Lin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Manalapan, NJ

Susan Elaine Lingelbach  . . . . . . . . . . . . Las Vegas, NV

Danielle Rebecca Lynn  . . . . . . . . . . . . Glen Head, NY

Haley Martin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Athens, PA

Ushentha Nirmul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Metuchen, NJ

Paulette Theresia O’Hara . . . . . . .Hermosa Beach, CA

Susan Marie Persia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fort Myers, FL

Miranda Lynn Powers . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stroudsburg, PA

Caitlin Spenser Rhoten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fitchburg, WI

Katherine Sophia Sailor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brier, WA

Adair Maria Sanchez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orlando, FL

David Mark Santacroce . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Hilary Sauder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Castle Rock, CO

Anabelle R. Scalora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Orange, NJ

Sydney Lea Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Samantha Garcia Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . Cedar Park, TX

Jessica Ann Trio  . . . . . . . . . Indian Harbour Beach, FL

Sarah Yemane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Doctor of Physical Therapy
Kaitlin A. Abrams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Point Pleasant, NJ

Jonathan David Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . Parkesburg, PA

Mia Rose Antolini  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Egg Harbor City, NJ

Sametria De’centrae Baker . . . . . . . . Jacksonville, TX

Meg Addison Barr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lititz, PA

Jordan Alexandra Beall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Calistoga, CA

Faith Jordan Blair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Egypt, NJ

Julian James Bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Jeramie L. Butts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Milwaukee, WI

Natalie Lynn Bye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hagerstown, MD

Joseph T. Cashman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bordentown, NJ

Brittany Marie Charlonne. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rutland, MA

Seikung Anna Cho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fort Lee, NJ

Mitchell Chooi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allentown, PA

Amanda Clarke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Whippany, NJ

Stephen Patrick Cole . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Scott Allen Cooper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Biglerville, PA

Alison Nicole Cullen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Minersville, PA

Emila Danilowicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oradell, NJ

Benjamin James Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenmoore, PA

Taylor Mackenzie Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pottstown, PA

Julianna C. Desumma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Medford, NJ

Alexis Nicole Dezii  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holland, PA

Gabrielle DiBattista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlton, NJ

Julie Elizabeth DiStasi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grove City, PA

James Evan Freels  . . . . . . . . . . Plymouth Meeting, PA

Jessica B. Heminghaus  . . . . . . . . . . .Manahawkin, NJ

Emily Jayne Hughes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Haddonfield, NJ

Haley Elizabeth Jacobs . . . . . . . . . . . Bloomsbury, NJ

Erin Noelle Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mechanicsburg, PA

Jenna Lyn Kirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wilmington, DE

Sarah Anne Kremen . . . . . . . . . . Rockville Centre, NY

Meghan Rachel Kuhlman  . . . . . . . . West Chester, PA

Reece Margaret Long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cary, NC
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Emily Frances Martone  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lords Valley, PA

Kristen Nicole McCormick  . . . . . . . . . . .Galloway, NJ

Zoey Marie McGee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Northfield, NJ

Molly McNulty . . . . . . . . . Cape May Court House, NJ

Autumn Makala Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scottsdale, AZ

Jude Patrick Morgan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Media, PA

Tariro Chido Mupaso . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bay Village, OH

Amanda Ngoc Tuong Vy Nguyen . .Fairfax Station, VA

Nicholas P. Pancelli. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Voorhees, NJ

Nicholas James Pompizzi . . . . . . . . . . Collegeville, PA

Justin William Reilly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Berlin, NJ

Timothy Shawn Reilly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Horsham, PA

Ashley Rey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Franklinville, NJ

Isabella Grace Romano . . . . . . . . . . . Bordentown, NJ

Holly Roth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Runnemede, NJ

Jeffrey Alan Sass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Voorhees, NJ

Matthew Christian Schiffino . . . . . . . . . . . Danville, PA

Grace Patricia Sein-Lwin . . . . . . . . . . . . Pottstown, PA

Colleen Elizabeth Sheridan . . . . . . . . . Norristown, PA

Andrew R. Stofesky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pittsburgh, PA

Amber Christine Stratz . . . . . . . . . . . . . Churchville, PA

Rupert R. Strawbridge III  . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Vincentia Ansaekua Thompson . . . . . . . . .Secane, PA

Jessica Kelly Vigna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Farmingdale, NJ

Lauren Theresa Wilson. . . . . . . . . . . National Park, NJ

Allison Zappulla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phillipsburg, NJ

Angela Zhao  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynnewood, PA

Master of Science in Athletic Training
Benjamin Graham Cochran  . . . . . . . . . . Absecon, NJ

Teagen Frances Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mays Landing, NJ

Marcellus Hill, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Townsend, DE

Autumn Noelle Kelly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Piscataway, NJ

Mikala Palermo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doylestown, PA

Abbie Marie Predmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yardley, PA

Colton Dayne Salomon-Lowden . . . Ventnor City, NJ

Kourtney Jane Snigar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brackney, PA

Master of Science in Occupational Therapy
Emma Rose Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

William Glen Calloway . . . . . . . . . . . .Georgetown, DE

Hannah Elizabeth Connelly . . . . . . . . . . . Towson, MD

Alyssa Marie Cunningham . . . . . . . . . . . .Lancaster, PA

Fallon Mary Doman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Spring City, PA

Gabrielle Catherine Durand  . . . . . . . . Collegeville, PA

Hailey Rose Galosi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reading, PA

Courtney Rae Goetter . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Perci Ann Gomez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Havertown, PA

Sophia Ilona Grossman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Austin, TX

Jessica Elizabeth Horton . . . . . . . . . Cinnaminson, NJ

Mika Kalimi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Danielle Alexis Kempner  . . . . . . . . . . . Maple Glen, PA

Braedyn Kistler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ocean City, NJ

Taylor A. Kligerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlton, NJ

Aubrey Lynn LaRezza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Montvale, NJ

Rachel Burke Larson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Spring City, PA

Bridget Ann Lawler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilbraham, MA

Ezra K. Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Middletown, DE

Nina NaGyeong Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Delaney Ann Lynam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Collegeville, PA

Megan Faith Manley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marmora, NJ

Gianna Maria Marrone . . . . . . . Huntingdon Valley, PA

Danielle Maria McBride . . . . . . . . .Kennett Square, PA

Abigail Anne Mills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Altoona, PA

Rachel Elizabeth Minahan . . . . . . . San Clemente, CA

Maggie Mistek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Erin Nicole Moran . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sellersville, PA

Heather Nicole Morey . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brookfield, CT

Katie Colleen Morison . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bridget N. Myer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Andrew John Ogg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Berlin, NJ

Madison Nicole Okerson . . . . . . . . . . . .Columbus, NJ

Cassidy Lynne Ott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fairless Hills, PAe
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Taryn Nichelle Pettigrew . . . . . . . . . . Woodbridge, VA

Gillian Ranes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Brenna Forster Richards  . . . . . . . . . . . Havertown, PA

Rachel Elizabeth Russell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Valencia, PA

Julia Marie Scalfaro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenside, PA

Abigail Gabrielle Shieh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Watchung, NJ

Claire Elisabeth Shrader . . . . . . . . . . . . . Greenville, DE

Tierney Joan Simpson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Media, PA

Anna Lise Deguire Sismour . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yardley, PA

Riley Erin Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clinton, CT

Katelyn Smyth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sewell, NJ

Abigail Spor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wilmington, DE

Carey Elizabeth Stief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pittsburgh, PA

Gabriella Gianna Sweet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barnegat, NJ

Anna Rebekah Swink . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Julia Lucia Testa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hainesport, NJ

Emily Grace Tinguely . . . . . . . . . . Chester Springs, PA

Kelsey A. Van Horn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Lauren VanArsdale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Chester, PA

Kathryn Lynn Virostek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Columbia, MD

Sophia Vu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drexel Hill, PA

Alyx Elizabeth Warner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Groveland, MA

Carissa Renee Weaver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dillsburg, PA

Sophie Madelyn Weber . . . . . . . . . . . . .Langhorne, PA

Kayla Makenzie West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Freehold, NJ

Robyn Anne Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Palm Coast, FL

Master of Science in Occupational Therapy and Bachelor of Science 
in Occupation and Health
Ampadu Akosua Akyeampong . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Gianna Cianfrani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Voorhees, NJ

Danielle Nicole Cicala . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toms River, NJ

Arick Collett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yucaipa, CA

Grace Marie Denfeld  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Weehawken, NJ

Ayano Nicole Endo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Glen Rock, NJ

Jaclyn Marie Figueroa . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Laurel, NJ

Teresa Marie Ioannucci . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherry Hill, NJ

Julianne Marie Metz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sellersville, PA

Casey Ann Sheehan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenmoore, PA

Nancy Grace Verdun . . . . . . . . Monroe Township, NJ

Elizabeth Anne Webb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Flemington, NJ
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Kanbar College of Design, Engineering and Commerce
School of Business

Innovation Master of Business Administration
Nidhi Amish-Sheth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bear, DE

Joseph John Argentieri . . . . . . . . . .Laurel Springs, NJ

Kofi Effah Asuahene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Accra, Ghana

Amanda Dionne Atkinson . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bennette K. Attipoe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Felicia Bandos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Springfield, PA

Joseph Charles Barton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drexel Hill, PA

Peter Barton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drexel Hill, PA

Alyssa Bell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Madiso Benner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Darnell Christopher Bowser . . . . . . . . .Elkins Park, PA

Yuchao Chen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Montgomery, AL

Hector Colon-Rivera . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Rache Cross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Walter John Czekay, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bensalem, PA

Keith Macneil Dancy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pennsauken, NJ

Alison Marshall Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Kyra Ann DePersia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Swarthmore, PA

Joseph Francis DiMezza III . . . . . . . . . . . Lansdale, PA

Autumn Sarah Doctor  . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Erin Marie Eckert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Warrington, PA

Arig Mohamed Elsayed  . . . . . . . . . . . Upper Darby, PA

Kimberly Ann Farley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . North Wales, PA

Gabriella Marie Fioravanti  . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Daniel John Furman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Blue Bell, PA

Jennifer Beth Horn Gimbel . . . . . . . .Bala Cynwyd, PA

Adriannah Jazmin Glynn . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Istina Gracia Goulou. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Jennifer Gregorski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Junfeng Guo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chestertown, MD

Quinn Kathryn Haba . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Laurel, NJ

Tanner Donald Hanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tacoma, WA

Nicholas Lee Harvey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Christina Vaganos Hayden  . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bryce William Herman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bellefonte, PA

Glenn Holmes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Athy, Ireland

Moss Owen Jacobson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Newtown, PA

Jennifer M. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Cory Josephs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Newtown, PA

Abdul B. Kamara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Folcroft, PA

John Joseph Kardine, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Rajah Batool Karrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Denver, PA

Loewe Kasprenski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bridgeton, NJ

Kathleen Kearney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Jenna Nicole Kientzy . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bria M. Kiett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Norristown, PA

Kathleen Ann Kissane . . . . . . . . Plymouth Meeting, PA

Cole Edward Augusto Kriger . . . . . . . . . Moorpark, CA

Lauren Marie Lambrugo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Devon, PA

Meng Lei  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eldersburg, MD

Celina Cheung Lo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Ann Elizabeth Mathew . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Raven Denise McClain . . . . . . . . . . . .Moorestown, NJ

Gina E. Mccoy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rockledge, PA

Samantha Min-Drumm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trappe, PA

Val Jordan Mokrejs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elverson, PA

David Andrew Mongiardo . . . . . . . . .Westampton, NJ

Robert William Moulder.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ardmore, PA

Lauren Tierney Nestler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Narberth, PA

Lan Phuong Nguyen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA
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Vernisha L. Nieves-Benitez . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Arang Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Norman George Patten . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holland, PA

Denesha Quinae Pena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Voorhees, NJ

Anthony C. Prebor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Ashley Geneva Pride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trappe, PA

Russell A. Reeves  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Michael Remsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Glynnis Patrice Richard . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Natalie Rodriguez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Kelly A. Ruegner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Warminster, PA

Nicole T. Rutkowski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Erdenheim, PA

Daniel Christian Sabath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Perkasie, PA

Letitia Mary Santarelli . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bridgette Autumn Schaffer . . . . . . . . . . . .Hatboro, PA

Matthew Jordan Schuman . . . . . . . . .Cambridge, MA

Aditya Katpady Shenoy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Blue Bell, PA

Lynn Shorday-Appelbaum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rydal, PA

Jade Madelyn Siegel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cheltenham, PA

Monica Samantha Skibicki . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Maria Aleksandra Smith . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Francesca Stokes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Kartik Sudhakar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New York, NY

Tessa Elizabeth Sulkes . . . . . . . . . Conshohocken, PA

Marcin Trzaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Conshohocken, PA

Chintha Vongsakulvong . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Bryar White  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Auburn, PA

Chanel Nicole Wright . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Media, PA

Male Xian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Xi’an Shaanxi, China

Jenna Elise Yorko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ambler, PA

Allison M. Zagata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Jing Zhang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Newark, DE

Master of Science in Global Fashion Enterprise
Torie Capri Banks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . York, PA

Samuel Belnavis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Baltimore, MD

Madison Bickert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Chester, PA

Carly Marlene Boatwright . . . . . . . . Mount Laurel, NJ

Cassidy Taylor Buch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ocean View, NJ

Cindy Chau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bensalem, PA

Marc Robert Cobuzzi . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chadds Ford, PA

Te’a Kaimilani Goode . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wilmington, DE

Rosna Kafle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Butwal, Nepal

Jennifer Urania Palacios  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bethel, CT

Austin Planer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Lindsey Alise Richardson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Naples, FL

Master of Science in Taxation
Joseph Otis Bealdeh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Rebecca Bilotti  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Christopher Rashid Davis. . . . . . . . . . . Gilbertsville, PA

Yuliya Mikhnevich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morrisville, PA

Joseph Youssef Moukhliss. . . . . . . King of Prussia, PA

Mohammed Muzafaruddin . . . . . . . Hyderabad, India

 
 



12

School of Design and Engineering

Doctor of Philosophy in Textile Engineering and Science
Gurinder Kaur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in Biopharmaceutical Process Engineering
Alexandrea Faith Browne . . . . . . . . . . . . Newtown, PA

Kalinga De Alwis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fresh Meadows, NY

Michael Dobruskin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Armeta Lizabeth Greene . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Alexis Amanda James  . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Amir Yarmahmoodi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in Health Communication Design
Eva Baird Floyd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Abingdon, VA

Meghan Elizabeth Garrity  . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Tyler Lynn Laughlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Alyssa Marie Liegel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Union City, NJ

Master of Science in Industrial Design
Aaron Tyler Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Joel Romero Favino . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Chester, PA

Jean Rex Geary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Newtown Square, PA

Stephanie Szymanski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dublin, OH
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Master of Science in International Fashion Design Management
Jasmine Leighton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hanover, PA

Allison Brooke Stephenson . . . . . . . . . . . Freehold, NJ

Xiuping Zeng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in Textile Design
Kara Elizabeth Beckner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troutville, VA

Sinead Cahill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlton, NJ

Christina-Maria Kreibich  . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Siyu Mao . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Houma, LA

Danjuma Onoja Ochai . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Erin Scarlett Palumbo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hewlett, NY

Isabel Antonia Ramos . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Didounia Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tema, Ghana

Master of Science in Textile Technology
Bryce Marshall Peckman . . . . . . . . . . .Manasquan, NJ

Bijal Shah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Edgewood, MD

Nicole Jeanne Snyder . . . . . . . . . . . . Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in User Experience and Interaction Design
Adrianna Nicole Alfe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vineland, NJ

Denitsa Mihaylova Barbova . . . . . . . .Toronto, Ontario

Cecilia Rose Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ivyland, PA

Andrei Marante . . . . . . . . . . . Saint Petersberg, Russia

Rebecca Lynn Nathanson . . . . . . . . . . .Glen Rock, NJ

As final action cannot be taken before the program goes to press, Thomas Jefferson University reserves the right to add or withdraw names from 
the list of candidates for degrees and certificates.
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Marshals

Grand Marshal 
Sunday A. Shoyele, PhD

Faculty Marshals
Camille Avent, MS

Martha Añez, MArch, RA, NCIDQ

Shubha Bennur, PhD

Alok Bhushan, PhD

Raelynn Cooter, PhD

Robert L. Dekerlegand PT, MPT, PhD

Dominique Fields, PharmD, BCPS

Brian George, PhD 

Troy Hannigan, Assoc. AIA, SEED

Aster Harrison, OTD, OTR/L

E. Adel Herge, OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Mary Hess, PharmD, FCCM, FASHP, FCCP, BCCCP

Ann Hewston, PT, DPT, MEd

Louis N. Hunter, PT, DPT

Stephen B. Kern, PhD, OTR/L, FNAP, FAOTA

David Kratzer, MArch, AIA, NCARB

Shelly Lewis, PT, DPT, GCS

D.K. Malhotra, PhD

Lydia S. Navarro-Walker, OTD, OTR/L, CLA

Kelly Pagnotta, PhD, LAT, ATC

Christopher Pastore, PhD

Catherine Verrier Piersol, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Erin Pletcher, PhD, ATC, CSCS

Evan Pruitt, MArch

Eric Schneider, MSc

Suzanne Singletary, PhD

Bryan A. Spinelli, PT, PhD

Elena M. Umland, PharmD, FNAP

Audrey Zapletal, OTD, OTR/L, CLA

Student Marshals
Hoang (Bryan) Do 

College of Pharmacy, 2025

Allison DiAngelis 

College of Rehabilitation Sciences, 2023

Readers
Ricker Adkins, DAT, LAT, ATC

Tod Corlett, MID

Tina DeAngelis, EdD, MS, OTR/L

Rob Fryer

John Grigsby

Stephanie Muth, PT, PhD

Gulbin Ozcan-Deniz, PhD, LEED AP BD+C

Cynthia A. Sanoski, PharmD, BCPS, FCCP
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Honor Societies

Delta Mu Delta

Delta Mu Delta is an international business honor society that recognizes and encourages academic 
excellence of students at qualifying colleges and universities to create a Delta Mu Delta community that 
fosters the wellbeing of its individual members and the business community. Membership in Delta Mu 
Delta confirms a proven track record of academic excellence, the knowledge and drive to succeed in a 
business career. Membership in Delta Mu Delta is the highest international recognition you can earn.

Amanda Dionne Atkinson

Alyssa Bell

Marc Robert Cobuzzi

Keith Macneil Dancy

Gabriella Marie Fioravanti

Nicholas Lee Harvey

Christina Vaganos Hayden

Bryce William Herman

Cory Josephs

Rajah Batool Karrar

Kathleen Kearney

Bria M. Kiett

Lauren Marie Lambrugo

Robert William Moulder

Lauren Tierney Nestler

Denesha Quinae Pena

Lindsey Alise Richardson

Letitia Mary Santarelli
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Rho Chi Honor Society

The Rho Chi Society originated in the merger of two movements, both commencing in 1917, to create a 
national honor society for pharmacy. One started on the campus of the University of Michigan where 
there was a local honor society, the “Aristolochite Society,” in the Pharmaceutical Department since 1908. 
This group began to plan for national expansion in 1917, and it finally established a second chapter at the 
School of Pharmacy of the former Oregon Agricultural College in 1919; a third chapter was started at the 
University of Oklahoma in 1922.

A second movement, independent of the Michigan movement, was initiated earlier in 1917 by Rufus A. 
Lyman in his presidential address to the American Conference of Pharmaceutical Faculties. In response 
to his suggestion and the conscientious efforts of Professor Zada M. Cooper, it was decided to follow the 
progress at Michigan. In the meantime, the “Aristolochite Society” became the “Rho Chi Society” and was 
granted a charter by the State of Michigan on May 19, 1922. The Conference of Pharmaceutical Faculties, 
finding that the group met the standards that the Conference determined, extended its recognition to Rho 
Chi as “the Honor Society of Pharmacy.” Rho Chi determined that chapters could be established at colleges 
that were members of the Conference, now the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy.

A policy of conservative expansion followed. After five years of existence, Rho Chi consisted of eight 
chapters; after ten years, eighteen. Thereafter, growth continued more rapidly, and by 1980, there were 
seventy-one active chapters. Continued growth is expected to include Canadian colleges of pharmacy.

The high standards maintained for membership in Rho Chi have resulted in recognition of the Society not 
only by pharmacy but also by other academic circles. Rho Chi is afforded a place in Banta’s Greek Exchange, 
and a sketch of the Society appears in Baird’s Manual. Since 1947, the Society has been a member of the 
Association of College Honor Societies.

Jefferson College of Pharmacy petitioned for membership in 2015 and was installed as the Epsilon Epsilon 
chapter in April 2016. Members of Rho Chi are identified in the top 20% of their class and inducted 
following completion of the first two years of the Doctor of Pharmacy curriculum.

Courtney Lee Bergey

Mikaela Elizabeth Buntz

Stephanie Marie Cadley

Emily Laura Eaton

Tiffany M. Gardner

Melissa Jeanette Gregorio

Sogand Hafezi-Birgani

Zachary Alan Kalikow

Madison Rose Leap

Jordan Tsung-Dek Mak

Daniel Jeremy Sweitzer

Ciara Elizabeth Walshe
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Sigma Lambda Chi International Construction Honor Society

The fundamental purpose of Sigma Lambda Chi is to provide recognition to outstanding students in 
construction curricula. Sigma Lambda Chi is the society that offers students the opportunity to be 
recognized locally and internationally for their academic accomplishments as a construction major.

Mayurkumar Dudhat

Ryan Heston

Seda Korkmaz

Lukman Ahmed Qureshi

Jay Kumar Sonwani

Tau Sigma Delta Society in Architecture and Allied Arts

Tau Sigma Delta, founded in 1913, includes the fields of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, 
Interior Design and Interior Architecture, Sustainable Design and other fields allied with Architecture. 
It recognizes intellectual achievement, efforts, and initiative as well as leadership and character.

Brooks Backinoff

Stephanie Catrambone

Alison Eberhardt

Nika Faulkner

Herisha U. Kothari

Suhani Dhinalbhai Rajguru

Kenneth Seagren

Deirdre Neill Spahr

Devin Marie Sullivan Phillips

Betty Yeung
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The University Mace
Originally a medieval weapon, the mace evolved from a short staff weighted with metal (used for breaking 
armor) into a bejeweled and sculptural relic. It fell into disuse by the 16th century as firearms made 
protective armor and some hand-to-hand combat weapons obsolete. In one of the earliest ceremonial uses 
of the mace, it was carried by the royal bodyguard before the French king in the 1200s. Examples of the 
mace as a symbol of authority in modern government include its use in the British House of Commons 
where the ceremonial mace has a presence on the Treasury table and in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
where it is placed on a pedestal to the right of the Speaker’s podium when the House is convened.

Universities also used the ceremonial mace, borne by the chief marshal, during academic processions. 
The Thomas Jefferson University Mace, carried for the first time in the 1986 commencement ceremonies 
by Grand Marshal Robert Mandle, PhD, was designed and cast by Howard Serlick, member of the Guild 
of Mastercraftsmen, Winterthur Scholar and Chief Conservator (Gilding) of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. It was crafted by silversmith Eugene Zweigle and woodturner Michael Copeland.

The four-foot-long, 14-pound mace is made of ebony highlighted with lapis lazuli to reflect Jefferson’s 
colors (black and blue). It features a miniature of Henry Mitchell’s sculpture, the “Winged Ox of Saint Luke,” 
symbol of Saint Luke the Physician, the original of which stands on campus beside the Scott Building on 
Walnut Street. The miniature was cast in silver by Zweigle.

Mitchell’s original statue of the “Winged Ox,” adopted by the University in 1976 as its symbol of clinical 
excellence, is mounted on a column containing the names of 50 medical scientists who have most advanced 
the art of healing. It also reflects the historical evolution of Thomas Jefferson University from its beginnings 
as Jefferson Medical College in 1824 to its current. The mace, a grand emblem of the University’s heritage, is 
carried at the head of all formal academic processions.
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The Presidential Medallion of Thomas Jefferson University
The President’s Medallion was created in 2009 during the tenure of Robert L. Barchi, MD, PhD, the fourth 
President of Thomas Jefferson University. It replaced the previous, well-worn President’s Medallion made in 
1977, which had depicted four old corporate seals used in various eras of the institution’s history.

The current medallion was designed and crafted by Tiffany & Company, New York. It consists of a sterling 
silver medallion suspended from a heavy, silver double-link chain. The medallion’s obverse depicts the 
University seal; a bas-relief profile of Thomas Jefferson and the surround reads, “THOMAS JEFFERSON 
UNIVERSITY – 1824,” the year the institution was founded. The reverse is engraved with the names of the 
four University Presidents.

Silver is a metal long-associated with medicine and is recognized to have anti–bacterial properties. 
Hippocrates (ca. 300 BCE) acknowledged the healing powers of silver and the ancients used silver bottles 
to keep water or wine from spoiling. The expression “born with a silver spoon in your mouth” comes from 
the Middle Ages; when the wealthy gave their children silver spoons to suck on to prevent disease. Like 
many academic traditions, the display of a heavy “chain of office” comes down to us from medieval regalia 
and represents the weight of responsibility for the wearer. The chain itself connotes strength in unity, as 
well as strong communication.

The Presidential Medallion is worn by the President at all convocations of the University.

The Jefferson Processional
The Jefferson Processional was commissioned by the Alumni Association of Jefferson Medical College, 
now named Sidney Kimmel Medical College and played for the first time on November 15, 1974, at the 
Sesquicentennial Celebration of the Sidney Kimmel Medical College of Thomas Jefferson University. This 
piece was presented to Thomas Jefferson University by the President of the Alumni Association, John J. 
Gartland, MD. It was composed by Burle Marx.
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Academic Regalia
The attire worn at academic ceremonies evolved from the dress worn by clergy in the 12th and 13th 
centuries. Throughout the years, European universities have continued to show great diversity in their 
academic dress. American universities, when they decided to adopt academic dress in 1895, immediately 
established a code of regulations that today is followed by practically all American institutions. 

The code provides for three types of gowns. Those worn by the bachelors are made of black worsted 
material and have long, pointed sleeves. Masters may wear either black silk or black woolen gowns, made 
with a long, closed sleeve with an arc of a circle appearing near the bottom, and a slit for the arm. The 
doctors’ gowns are black material, typically silk, with a full, round, open sleeve. They are faced with velvet 
and have three bars of velvet or chevrons, on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or the 
same color as the velvet, indicative of the discipline, which edges the hood. 

The black Oxford or mortarboard-style cap is worn for all degrees, but only the doctor’s cap may be made of 
velvet and only doctors or presidents of institutions may wear a gold tassel on the cap. The tassel fastened to 
the center of the cap is normally worn in the left-front quadrant of the cap and is made of black thread.

It is the hood, however, that is the most important and distinctive feature of the American Code. The 
system established by the Intercollegiate Commission enables anyone attending an academic function in 
this country to distinguish at a glance the bachelors, masters and doctors, and, at the same time, recognize 
the university that has given the degree.

The doctor’s hood, of black cloth matching the gown, is four feet in length and made with a wide panel. 
The master’s and bachelor’s hoods are three-and-one-half feet and three feet in length, respectively. They 
are made of black cloth matching the gowns and follow the Oxford shape. The hoods for all the degrees are 
lined with silk in the official academic color or colors of the institution conferring the degree. 

The binding or trim of all the hoods is of velvet or velveteen, two inches, three inches and five inches wide 
for the bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s degrees, respectively. The color of this velvet trim indicates the 
department or faculty to which the degree pertains, each department having been assigned a different color 
by the Intercollegiate Code.

 
DESCRIPTION OF ACADEMIC DRESS
The colors associated with many of the academic disciplines are 
Violet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Architecture
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arts and Letters
Tan or Drab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Business
Light Blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Education 
Teal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family Therapy
Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Medicine
Plum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midwifery

Apricot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursing
Slate Blue . . . . . . . . .Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
Maize  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bachelor of Science
Olive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pharmacy
Dark Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Philosophy 
Teal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Physical Therapy
Salmon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Public Health

Adapted from The Story of Caps and Gowns, by Helen Walters, 1939, E.G. Moore: New York.
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